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Mackenzie Allen Phillips' youngest daughter, Missy, has been abducted during a family vacation,

and evidence that she may have been brutally murdered is found in an abandoned shack deep in

the Oregon wilderness. Four years later, in this midst of his great sadness, Mack receives a

suspicious note, apparently from God, inviting him back to that shack for a weekend. Against his

better judgment he arrives at the shack one wintry afternoon and walks back into his darkest

nightmare. What he finds there will change his life forever.
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This is probably the most profound and best book I have ever read in my entire life. It has brought

me totally back to God. I have never felt better. I totally identified with Mack and the Great Sadness

which has been in my life also.I am a Viet Nam combat vet. In Viet Nam I had forsaken God. I could

not believe that God would permit such things to happen on Earth. But as I learned more about

WWII and Korea and other World events my lack of disbelieve just strengthened. Until about six and

one half years ago I felt a need to come back and test the waters. My oldest son was in 9-11 as a

paramedic (he went in on his day off) and I was so proud of him, but I felt a need to find my faith,

because he had found it. He was a block away from the second tower when it collapsed. He went

on to fulfill his lifelong ambition to become a New York Fire Fighter and actually entered into the

prestigious Squad One. But oh, what a price for him and his family to pay. So much death to

witness, and all of those funerals to attend. I wished I could have protected him from that, but I could



not. I failed. I hold myself accountable for this lack of ability to successfully fulfill my mission in life as

a father, just like I do the men I sent to their deaths in Viet Nam and the hundreds of people I have

killed. I have lived with Viet Nam inside me for over 35 years until recently. These are only some of

the crosses I bear. This book has brought me full circle. It has helped me to restore my faith. I have

helped several people to purchase this book and I will continue. But I now know what is important

and what is not so important.

In the book world, it's hard to explain "the buzz." What causes word of mouth to start spreading?

What turns an unknown author and novel into a surprise bestseller? Even more inexplicable for the

book snobs is when a story fails to meet their literary standards and yet touches the masses in an

undeniable way."The Shack" is the buzz book of the past few months. I hadn't even heard of it in

November, but by the end of December I'd had relatives, friends, and online pals from across the

country telling me I "had" to read this one. I've been burned by such recommendations in the past,

particularly in relation to spiritually oriented titles. (Can anyone say "The Prayer of Jabez" and "Left

Behind"?), but I was willing to give it a shot.William P. Young's book has an intriguing premise.

Years ago, a father name MacKenzie Phillips took his children camping and lost one of them to a

man who has kidnapped and killed others. Mack has grieved since then. His marriage has

struggled. Understandably, his relationship with God has suffered. Then, one wintry day, he

receives a note in his mailbox inviting him back to the woods, to the shack in which his daughter's

dress and bloodstains were found. The note, it would seem, is from God.From this simple yet

effective premise, Young leads Mack Phillips back to his point of despair and anger. The encounters

he then has with God there in "The Shack" serve as thought-provoking moments for both Mack and

the reader. This is not the God of stodgy Sunday school classes. This is not a flannel-graph Jesus.

This is not limited to a fluttering dove of the Holy Spirit. The descriptions here are startling, while

remaining true to the nature of God's love and grace as portrayed through Scripture.
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